My Three Years in America

this time I was, together with several other gentlemen, staying
with James Speycr, the banker, at his country house. The
host and the majority of tho quests, among whom was the late
ambassador in Constantinople, Oscar Straus, \vern supporters
of the prevailing pacifist movement Tlw question of American
mediation was eagerly discussed at tho clinwr-tablo. Mr.
Straus was an extremely warm udhotvnl of thin idisi. Ho
turned particularly to me because tlw tlormati (lovcrnmont
were regarded as opponents of the parifisl ideas. I said that we
had not desired the war and would certainly he mitiy at the
first suitable opporUmity for a peace by uiuicrsta.ndinf*.
Thereupon Mr. Straus declared that ho would at once travel
to Washington and repeal my words to Mr. Biyan, Im-
mediately after dinner ho went in the station ami on the following
day I received a wire from the Secretary of State, asking me io
return to Washington as soon as I eouUl in discuss Uu* matter
with him* There we bad a long intervirw in his private residence,
with the result that an American oftVr of twtUatton was *wnt
to the Imperial Chancellor, Meanwhile* Mr, Straus had gone
to the ambassadors of the other combatant Powers, who nil
more or less rejected tho proposal. The friendly ivply of the
German Government roiueidwl in principle with what I hail
said, bxit added that Mr. Hryan should ihsl address himself
to the enemy, as the* further course of the negot kit loan depended
on their attitude, which was not yet known. The American
Government never returned to the question and I had no mtstm
to urge thorn to do so. Any itnportumiy on our aid** would havu
given an impression ol weakness, Newrthekss thin interludes
was so far favourable to us that it contrasted our readiness
for negotiation with the enemy's refusal.
In consequence of the failure of their first attempt to inter-
vene the American Government thought it necessary to exercise
more restraint. In spite of this, however, Prosiclunt Wilson,
before the end of the winter of 1:914-15, sent his intimate friend,
Colonel Edward M. House, to London, Paris and Ifcrlin, in
order to ascertain semi-oflidaHy whether there were any possi-
bilities of peace. "
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